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[N]ews letter

What does Christmas mean to you?

It might be difficult for many Japanese to un-
derstand the meaning of Christmas, since it is
a Christian Holiday that celebrates the birth of
Jesus Christ.

For many Westerners, that meaning has been
lost and replaced by consumerism and disdain
rather than feelings of happiness and joy to be
celebrated with loved ones.

It can be a difficult time of year for parents, es-
pecially when the new Playstation 3 is on eve-
ryone's Christmas list, including their own.
When my mother asked me what | wanted for
Christmas, | replied that | didn't want anything.
Things are not what | need, because | have eve-
rything that | could want.

What | really want is to be home for Christmas
[0 to see the snow fall from the night sky and
hear it crunch under my boots, to eat turkey
and stuffing and watch Rudolf the Redl] Nosed
Reindeer with my cousins, and most impor-
tantly, to spend time with each one of my family
to wish them a Merry Christmas and tell them
that | love them.
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