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April is the start of the school year in Japan, so | thought I'd write about
schoal life in England this time. The education system in England is quite
different to Japan. Children start school at the age of 5 and compulsory
education lasts 11 years. Children attend Elementary School from the age
of 5to 11 and then proceed to Junior High School to the age of 16.Further
still, the school year in England begins in September.

During Elementary School, children study about British culture, math, sci-
ence, and foreign languages. They aso play various sports and sometimes
learn how to cook basic dishes. After entering Junior High School, stu-
dents are given a choice of subjects to study and specialise in 9 subject ar-
eas. When | was a Junior High School student, | studied English, Literature,
Math, Geography, Art, French, Germany, Physics and Chemistry.

The main school events during the school year are the school play and
sports day. The school play is not divided between each school year likein
Japan, but rather a production staged by the whole school together. The
play itself lasts about 90 minutes. Students without acting roles help with
the set decoration, lighting and costume preparation. We produced " Alad-
din” during my Junior High School days.

School in England starts at around 8.30 AM and finishes at 3.30 PM.
Classes last 40 minutes and there are 8 periods in one day. School lunch
usually begins at 12.30 pm and everyone eats together in the Dining Hall.
Schools in England are different to Japan for a number of reasons. An ex-
ample is the school uniform. Whilst we must wear a uniform at school in
England, there are no restrictions with the choice of school bag and stu-
dents can wear a coat over their uniform during the winter. Further still,
students must attend classes during compulsory education and so there are
no problems with autism in England.

Whilst the British and Japanese education systems are quite different, nei-
ther is perfect and each has its good and bad points. That said | have
learned many things during my time in Ureshino, despite having come
here to teach. | hope that | can spread this new knowledge when | return

back to England.
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